(Left to right) Commissioner Dilts stands by scholarship award 
recipient Parth Shah, his parents Hina and Pankajkumar Shah, 
Beth Mathias and Julie and Tom LoBue. 


(Left to right) Sudhir Joshi, Kailas Bhatt, Pragna Joshi and 
Khushbu Joshi hold the ceremonial check along with 


Commissioner Dilts and EMC Chairperson John Stults. 


NJIDOT’s Employee Memorial 
Committee awards scholarships 


The New Jersey Department 
of Transportation’s (NJDOT) 
Employee Memorial Scholarship 
program, supported by the generous 
contributions of NJDOT employees, 
provides financial assistance to 
actively employed NJDOT parents 
and legal guardians whose children 
are pursuing a post-secondary 
education. 

Two scholarships were recently 
awarded in honor of deceased 
former NJDOT employees Guy 
LoBue and Richard Hobson, who 
gave their time to the Department, 
the Employee Memorial Committee 
(EMC), the NJDOT Retirees 
Association (DOTRA) and their 
communities. 

“These scholarship awards 
broaden the scope of the Employee 
Memorial Committee by supporting 
the next generation,” said 
Commissioner Dilts. “We thank 
the Committee for making this 
possible.” Commissioner Dilts 
informed each of the recipients that 
they had won scholarships. 


On June 22, the $1,000 Guy 
LoBue scholarship was awarded 
to Parth Shah, a Lawrence High 
School graduate who will attend the 
College of New Jersey in September. 
He is the son of Pankajkumar 
Shah, Principal Engineer, Project 
Management. Guy Lobue’s son, 
Tom, and daughter, Beth, and their 
spouses witnessed Parth’s receipt of 
his scholarship. 

A second ceremony was held 
on July 10 to present the Richard 
“Dick” Hobson scholarship. The 
$1,000 award was given to Khushbu 
Joshi, a Pennsbury High School 
graduate who will be attending 
Widener University in September. 
She is the daughter of Sudhir 
Joshi, Principal Engineer, Statewide 
Planning. Dick’s wife Cecilia, 
and son Richard watched Khusbu 
receive her scholarship award. 

Both ceremonies were held at the 
Employee Memorial. 

This was the first year that the 
Employee Memorial Committee 
provided an opportunity for 


employees and their children to 
participate in this scholarship 
program. The Employee 
Memorial Scholarship Committee 
is comprised of Chairperson 
Nancy Ciaruffoli, Administrative 
Assistant 3, Pat Anderson, 
Purchasing Assistant, Ashok Rana, 
Administrative Analyst 1, David 
Kook, Real Estate Appraiser 3, and 
Lauralee Rappleye, Supervising 
Engineer, Environmental Resources. 

Janice DeJohn, Executive 
Assistant 1, served as the liaison 
between the Employee Memorial 
Scholarship Committee and the 
Scholarship Selection Committee, 
which included Greg Vida, 
Director, Employee Support, 
Sandy Furness (retired), and Kate 
Immordino (retired). 

Glenn Catana, Assistant 
Promotional Material Specialist, 
Terry Garvey, Senior Transportation 
Analyst, Emergency Management 
and John Stults, EMC Chairperson 
(retired) also assisted with the 
ceremonies. 


Dedication of Engineering and Operations 
Building in honor of Jack Freidenrich, P.E. 


The New Jersey Department of Transportation will proudly dedicate the 
Engineering and Operations (E&O) Building in honor of former Assistant 
Commissioner Jack Freidenrich on Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 10 a.m. in the 
Courtyard of the E&O Building. 

Commissioner Stephen Dilts invites all employees to participate in this dedication 
ceremony to honor Jack’s commitment to the NJDOT and the citizens of New Jersey. 

Legislation (S-2369/ A-3507) enacted on May 4, 2009 directed the Commissioner 
of Transportation to designate the building as the “Jack Freidenrich Engineering 
and Operations Building” in honor of the distinguished services performed by Mr. 
Freidenrich during his engineering career at NJDOT. 

Light refreshments will be served compliments of NJDOT’s Employee Memorial 
Committee. 

We hope to see you on September 22. 
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Region North maintenance crews 215, 275 and 276 recently completed a 
major litter and debris cleanup project on Route 280 westbound in Newark. 

A total of 25 cubic yards of debris was removed from the area using a gradall, 
loader, seven-ton truck and two pickup trucks. 

The project is part of routine maintenance performed by the crews, and 
a large dumpster was placed in the center median to contain the debris. “We 
hope to raise awareness of all the work and time involved performing this 
type of maintenance activity,” said Jeff Callahan, Assistant Commissioner of 
Regional Operations. 

The following employees participated in this effort: Crew 215 - Anthony 
Kirksey, Crew Supervisor; Jorge Batista, Equipment Operator; Alfred 
Crawford, Maintenance Worker 1; Bryant Jackson, Equipment Operator; 
Anthony Manley, Maintenance Worker 1; Yazahir Muhammad, Maintenance 
Worker 1; Vidal Rodriguez, Maintenance Worker 1; Maurice White, 
Maintenance Worker 1; Crew 275 - Luis Rivera, Heavy Equipment Operator; Hira tus De ro 
and Crew 276 - Jose Marrero, Heavy Equipment Operator. oe 
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NJIDOT Bureau of Landscape Architecture 
and Environmental Solutions (BLAES) 
partners with DEP on ARRA projects 


In order to implement the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), NJDOT’s Bureau of 
Landscape Architecture and Environmental Solutions 
(BLAES) partnered 
with the New Jersey 
Department of 
Environmental 
Protection (DEP) to 
expedite and prioritize 
43 infrastructure 
construction projects. 

“Collaboration 
between state agencies 
is crucial to the 
successful delivery of 
ARRA projects,” said 
Rick Hammer, Assistant 
Commissioner, Capital 
Program Management. 
“We will realize 


(Left to right) Rick Hammer, Assistant Commissioner, Capital 


BLAES is responsible for regulatory approval work and 
design input and review throughout construction. 

The use of DEP’s cultural resource data and DEP’s 
timely response to NJDOT’s 
environmental inquiries 
enabled NJDOT to meet 
ARRA’s project deadlines. 

In addition, NJDOT 
and DEP reviewed the 
list of proposed stimulus 
projects and identified the 
permits required for each 
project. The expertise and 
experience of both groups 
helped to determine the 
need for permits and to 
expedite the project review 
period. 

“We also developed a 
color-coded permit tracker 


additional benefits Program Management, Amber Cheney, Principal Environmental spreadsheet that keeps us 
of this relationship Specialist, Walt McGrosky, Director, Division of Capital Program informed of anticipated 


as we expeditiously 
deliver future capital 
programs.” 

BLAES is responsible for designing landscape, 
securing permits, and preparing Categorical Exclusion 
Documents (CEDs) required by the Federal Highway 
Administration. Once CEDs are approved by FHWA, 


Obituaries 


Retiree Leigh J. Shaw passed away June 10. 
He was a Principal Electrical Engineer. He is 
survived by his three sisters, Maureen Cirini, Robin 
Larkin, and Jacqueline Proctor, and three nephews, 
Joshua Proctor, Patrick Larkin, and Brian Larkin. 


Retiree Donald E. Johnson passed away June 12. 
He was a Truck Driver. He is survived by his wife 
Rose, four sisters-in-law, Mary Festa, Lena Bergen, 
Lucy Smith, and Rita, a brother-in-law, Donald 
Weaver and a nephew, Kenneth Smith. 

Retiree Kenneth W. Thomas passed away 
June 14. He was a Mechanic. He is survived by 


Support, Janet Fittipaldi, SES Manager, Bureau of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental Solutions 


submission dates and 
permit dates, and NJDOT 
Principal Environmental Specialist Amber Cheney was 
stationed at DEP as our liaison,” said Hammer. “The 
hardworking, dedicated people at NJDOT and DEP met 
expectations and fast-tracked sorely needed infrastructure 
improvements.” 


his daughters, Karen Amburgey and Dawn Evanko, 
a brother, Harry Thomas, a sister, Judy Thomas, and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Retiree Charles R. Williams passed away June 19. 
He is survived by his stepsons, Sebastian and Louis, 
and a nephew, Robert Williams. 

Retiree James R. Springstead passed away July 
10. He was a graphic artist and was active in the 
NJDOT Retirement Association. He is survived by his 
daughter, Cynthia King, three sons, Glenn, James and 
Charles, a brother, Lee, and grandsons, Jimmy and 
Nicholas. 


